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It's Genie-us

_\ Aladdin is more than what you could wish fo

i MOST GREAT children’s enter-  decide if the hm:l)’thould bethere. by Sheberazade (a um;luh Jennifer
2 tunment — from Roald Dablto Bugs  And while it's not absolutely neces- Dale) of Arabian Nights fame.
Bunny to The Semprons — aims high  sary for adults to have a good time, | That is about as classical as it gets.
and low. Along with the broad gags,”  think it swectens the expericnce for  Aladdin (Adam Brazicr, in doofus
there's always stuff that should  kids to see their parents mode) is a skater boy

bave a sign marked *You must  lsughing. (or sk&ter boi, as Avnl
be this tall to appreciate the Which brings us to Alad- would have it), sddicted
joke." Why? Parentsare the  din: The Magical Family to lottery tickets. He
oncs who ultimately  Munical, the latest of Ross falls for the Princess Ja-
Petty’s annual, blissfully cuzzi (Rhoslynne Bu-
over-the-top, “fractured gay), who's masquerad-
fairy tale™ Christmas pan ing as an urchin, on the
tos. This year's is onc of the run from ber fathey, Sul-
by accounts of some tan Redundo Il (Kyle
of the faithful regulars at Dadd, channeiling Jim
Thursday’s opening at Backus). Ross Petty, as
the Elgin Theatre. usual, courts copious

No Disacy tale, this. In fact,  boos as the keering valksin Abanazeer,

Disncy gets a razzberry st ina picce Jarded with jokes about his
onc potnt in the all-over-  bad acting.

the-map barrage of There arc pratfalls, explosions, rm-

gags. Aladdm takes  shots, spirited dance numbers, a flying

its considerable  carpet, puns and assorted baboomery.

libertics from  The latter was largely provided by Der-

theoriginal ¢k McGrath a3 the amourous Widow

tale as Bender(Aladdin's mom) and her side-

told licks Weenie and Beans (Eddic Glen

and Tyder Murree in a note-foe-note Bod

& Doug homm — characters that

There's a Barenaked Ladies spoof
that proves If I Had A Mulivon Dollars
might be & deep in kid-consciouincs
these days a3 Skeanamanak. And, of
course, there's Bret (The Hitman)
Hart a3 the Genie, a geatle giant so
kid-friendly be cven tossed off an au-
tograpbed pair of wnaparound shades
to a child on his way to the stage.

All this and more, from some wink-
ing grownup ssides (“My husband
Fender Bender passed away on our
wedding night,” says Widow Bender.
“There’s quite a story there, but this
is a family show.”) to theatrical in~
jokes, including a jibe at the bad year
Dawvid Mirvish is having.

Later, when the “wedding ring™
turns out 1o be & “wrestling ring™
(yes, the Hitman gets to deliver a
smackdown), it's explained that it's

"metaphorically symbolic of lhc lov-
ing battleficld that is marmiage.”

In a production tradstionally marked
by a fun, frec-associative atmosphere (a
couple of the bigger lsughs came from
flubbed lines), director Ted Dykstra
gets full marks for keeping a tight rein
on the parts that need it

The choreography — particularly
the breakdancing and disco numbers
— was rollicking and sharp on open-
ing night. And the stagecraft, froem the
cave scenes to the palatial, was as
good as anything scrious this year.

Just go. And if you need to sweeten
the invitation, jast tell your kids Akad-
.}i"u is a3 funny as SpongcBob Sqoire-

ants.



