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Beanstalkis
- amagic giit
for Christmas

It's almaost Christmas, after
all, so it scems kind of fitting
that Ross Petly Productions”
annual Christmas panto was al-
maost firing on all eylinders inits
opening night performance

so Mother Goose et al provide

" buta slartinig point for this an-

nual flight of Christmas fancy.
Asusual, Petty dons the garb

of the man children love to hate

in this festive scason. As Jack's

Thursday at the Elgin Theatre.  nemesis, Killjoy, Pelty thrives .
In fact, one suspects that on the boos and hisses that
were it not for . , greet his every entrance.
actor/director/choreographer. Then, of course, there is the
Jeff Hyslop's knee injury —the _dame, astaple inthe panto
extent of which larder, and comic
remained unde- actor Heath Lam-
termined at the berts lards up the
opening night role of Dame
curtain — this Trot, Jack's’
might have been three-time-wid-
the best panto in owed mother, to
years, It's that maximum ¢ffect,
close. proving conclu-
This year, Petty « sively that heis
and his crew have even funny in his
chosen to put sleep.
some English on Mary Ellen
the timeless tale Mahoney rounds
of Jack And The out the panto pe-
peonstat orc | MENLLCALHN | odcteb
ing up the tall tale bringing an ele-
of oversized le- ment of ditzy de- ~
gumes with the additionof sev-  light to her portrayal of Fairy
eral panto traditions. = Lola, Killjoy's a.g enemy,

Hyslop stars in the Llitle role,
with stage and screen star Ca-
milla Scott playing Princess Ap-
ricot, his love interest. Simon
Bradbury joins the fray as
Jack’s boon-if-none-loo-bright
companion, Simon, while Bruce
Dow essays the role of clumsy
King Crumble with appropriate
zeal. Thanks to them, the story
remains firmly tied to the apron
strings of Mother Goose and
her gang of fanciful compatri-
ols

But thisis panto, of course,

while Randy Ganne proves that

lalent comes in the giant econo-
my size, .
Their storyline decked with

~ any number of purioined musi-

gl ﬂu:?bqrsand undm}smed
yslop's charming, folksy
choreography, the cast, sup-
ported by an enthusiastic eight
member corps and the occa-
slonal wandering politician

(Mayor Hall, the best of sports -

'til last), serves up an evening of
not-quite-dizzying good cheer
for the entire family.

But these

are early
days in the
rush towards
judging
by how hard
these folks
were working
to please on
opeéning
(AR nplgh!. mgi-m
oy going to daz-
s zle once they
getdown to
playing,

HEATH .
LAMBERTS ...
A wonderful
Dame Trot
inJack

And The
Beanstalk.
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