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his stage and flm persona,

there's often been something off

the glint in the eye of a rverbost

mbler with actoe-producer

FRoss Petty. And his sevens have just
come up very lucky, indeed.

While it's the 10eh anniversary of
Pety's pamtomames atl the Elgin
Theatre in Toromio, seven s not anly
the key number in this year's produc-
Eion of Smow Whike and the Group off
Seven (Mov. 30 to Jan. 8) but a pivoesl
Tigure in Peity's breakthrough new deal
with Chear Chanme] Entertainment.

Clear Channel will in late 2006
present one of Petiy's most successful
and frenetbeally fractured Cairytales —
Aladdin starring Brett (the Hitman)
Hart - in seven Canadian cilies. The
road show lour will give Pelly a new
kind of leverage to altract pational
sponsors o one of his family-oriemed
shows for the Chrisimas season.

“Cleasr Channel is the lagest con-
glomente of live presentations in the
workd” says Pesty, hinsell perhaps
slighaly ngog at the notion of his seat-
of -the-pants. pandenyoniam lanching
A tour dhat will imchde Vancouver,
Calgary, Edmsamion, Regina,
Saskatoon, the Maticead Ans Centre in
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Ottawa and the Elgin in Torosto. |
hope 1o have most of the orgnal cast
in place adds Penty, wha inchiced
World Wiestling Federtion star Hanl
1o Lake: o the: assiganeent of the Genie
in the show last year,

Roughly based on the English
mussic hall mditions that also gave
birth ko vaudeville, Petty’s pantos have
come a considerable distance in the
last 10 years, Last year's production of
Alocddin parmered sin Dora Awand
nominations, with the show's wriler
David Finley winning ithe honour.
Previously writien by commitiee, and
still beawing plenty of room for ad lib-
bang, the Pemy pantos have in Finley
for the first thise a singhe author,

** W were very fortunate (o have
discovered *David Finley last year
becawse he had never writlen for the
atage, only lelevision and castoons,”
remarks Peuty, Finley retoms for
Snow. White and the Group of
Seven, s does direcior Tod Dykstra,
co-creator of the phenomenally suc-
oessfal 2 Pianos, & Horads and also a
Do nomince o his effons on Abwddin
lesst yoan.

Pety had mounted a show called
Enow White and the Magniffcent

Ross Petty Productions

Snow White stumbles into reality-TV land

Canadian Idol stars will play leading roles in Petty’s latest pantomime, Snow White and The Group of Seven

Seven in 2001 but underlines that
while the titke of the story is similar,
the work on the stage: this scason will
be entirely different.

“We were bandying about all
soets of ideas abowt what could be
going on in that cottage im the
woods,” says Petty, nol quite insdver-
tently provoking all kinds of evil
speculation in his listeser as 10 what
an sdull entertainment from Pety
might nesenble. * And we decided 1o
£0 with the moenent."

And a mad moment it is 1o be,
here with the seven being members of
a by band who ane shoating a reality-
TV seies in the dwarls' cottage (the
dhwarfs are mway becawee theye wark-
ing in the forthcoming Mirvish stage
presentation of Lord of the Rings).

Reality TV is actually providing
some significand part of the casiing
for Pemy with four leading comest-
ants from Congedian ldol in key roles.
Idol champ Ryan Malcolm is joined
by his rumner up Gary Beals and Billy
Klippert as several of the singing boys,
wehile: Elena Juanco plays Snow Whate,

* She it an Asian young woman
of 19 and I'm delighted 10 be able o
east a mon-white in the role of Snow

| f

White,” conments Ross,
Stamving robes in the piece go o
comic actor Sean Cullen, latterdy of
the Mirvish Toronio mesting of The
Producers, and Alan Frew, lead
singer of Glass Tiger. Cullen will be
the man in the mirmer of the wicked

stepmother and Frew is patriarch of
the Group of Seven.

= As with Breit Hart last year, we
have: the luxury of wriling for our per-
Tommers,” moles Petty, who continues
his nearly unbroken recond of villabny
in his own works by again essaying
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Canodian ldols, from eft: Rpan Malcolm {winner in 2003), Elena Juatco, Billy Kiippert and Gary Beals.

that horrid siepnsother.

MNow that be's aloo writing coa-
tracts with Clear Channed, Petty gets a
chamce 1o cast his diabolical spell
over the nest of the country. At this
poind, the implcations for Canadian
unity are impossible o gouge.



